Craig Nicholls: visibly 
relieved at having 
found a McDonald's 
as Ryan Griffiths 
{above) heads home 


he Vines were forced 
to play some of the 
dates on their whirlwind 
US visit without guitarist 
Ryan Griffiths, after he 
suddenly quit the tour. 

Griffiths, the band’s second 
guitarist, failed to appear for 
the gig at Dante’s in Portland, 
Oregon on Saturday, August 3. 

A spokesman said he needed to 
go home to Australia “for some 
family business”. The Vines 
continued without him and he 
was due to return for the end of 
the tour in LA. 

According to Vines fan Nilina 
Mason-Campbell, tour-weary 
bassist Patrick Mathews said 
Griffiths was a “lucky bastard”, 


because he was able to return 
home to Australia. 

Meanwhile the band’s debut LP, 
‘Highly Evolved’, debuted in the 
Billboard charts at Number 12 and 
remains in the Top 30. It has sold 
120,000 copies in the US in three 
weeks and the band have been 
lined up to perform at the MTV 
Music & Video Awards in front of a 
global audience of millions. 

The current sell-out tour has 
seen frontman Craig Nicholls 
indulge in further displays of his 
now legendary erratic behaviour. 
Speaking to Rolling Stone 
magazine, Nicholls claimed that he 
got into a fight when he couldn't 
find a McDonald’s. He said: 
“Somebody told me there was a 


McDonald’s in the hotel and there 
wasn’t, so | started shouting at 
him, and then | was rolling around 
on my back in the parking lot. 
Somebody said, ‘Sir, do you want 
to move?’ | said, ‘If | wanted to 
move, | fucking would!’ | needed to 
reflect on the pavement.” 

Asked what he would have 
written on his tombstone, Nicholls 
said bizarrely: “‘Craig Nicholls is a 


compulsive liar. | can’t believe 
anybody took anything he said 
seriously.’ And there should be a 
statue of (Depeche Mode’s) Dave 
Gahan, inscribed ‘Sleep in peace, 
my dark angel’.” 

The US tour was due to end on 
Saturday (August 10) at the Roxy 
Theatre, Los Angeles. The band 
play the Reading/Leeds festivals 
on August 23-24. 


